
2015 Envirothon 
DEPOSIT Wins Broome County Envirothon 

This year's regional Envirothon competition was held at the Tioga County  

Sportsmen's Association in Owego on April 30.  It was a beautiful windy day  

and all the teams had a good time.  Broome County had 11 teams participate –  

4 from Deposit High School, 3 from Chenango Forks High School, 2 from  

Union-Endicott High School, and 2 from Windsor High School. Congratulations 

to Broome County’s winning team from Deposit High School—Bobcats:   

Team members (pictured at right): Alex Savedge, Marshal Petterson, Trevor  

Pietrowski, Paul Anderson, Alexander Decker; Advisors: Mr. Joel Lee &  

Ms. Stephanie Zaczek; Second place was Chenango Forks High School’s Kenophobic Kiwis-Team members: 

Sydney Slottje, Melissa Boeker, Carley Church, Natalie Valla, Seamus Houlihan; Advisors:  Ms. Tina Giovenco & 

Ms. Lori Tecza.  Third place went to Deposit High School’s Goosepimples:  Team members:  Devon Santamaria,  

Alex Hess, Ryan Hornbeck, Joe Armstrong, Dahlia Haqq; Advisors: Mr. Joel Lee & Ms. Stephanie Zaczek.  The  

Bobcats also placed 3rd in the overall 5 county Regional competition.  The Deposit “Bobcats” went on to represent 

Broome County at the NYS Envirothon Competition held at William Hobart & Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY  on  

May 27 & 28 and placed 32nd. Congratulations!!! 
 

The District would like to THANK the following for their generous contributions for this year's competition:  

Earth Day Southern Tier, Woidt Engineering, Molyneaux’s Plantation, Square Deal Sportsmen Club, Schaefer 

Logging Inc., Zigmont’s Excavating, Wegmans, Guide-Step Sportsmen’s Club, Broome County Federation of 

Sportsmen Club, Nimmonsburg Rotary Club, Jennings Environmental Mgmt.Inc., URDA Engineering LLC, Daryall 

Sprague, Terry Woodnorth, Wendy Caldiero, Ira Rosenberg, Matt Michalek, William McCann, and Robert Aagre.  

Also, thanks goes to the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service for coaching in soils, and all the people who 

volunteered and helped prepare the students for the competition. 
 

The Envirothon is a scholastic competition involving natural resources for high school students.  The Envirothon 

tests students' knowledge on five topics: soils, aquatics, forestry, wildlife, and current environmental issues.  The 

Envirothon is a unique approach to environmental education where teams compete outdoors and cooperation is 

needed to achieve success.  Participation in this competition is great fun for both students and their advisors with 

activities  designed to help students become action-oriented adults.  Local Envirothons are held across New York 

State each spring.  The winning team from each county then goes to the New York State Envirothon.  The winner 

from the State then represents New York State at the National Envirothon. 
 

Anyone wishing to contribute towards to 2016 Envirothon may do so by sending a check to the Broome Co. SWCD.  

Any amount will be greatly appreciated.  This program is funded completely on donations.  Feel free to contact the 

District for any questions regarding donations, volunteering, or the competition in general.  Any school in the 

Broome County area interested in participating may also contact the District office. 

 

***************************************************************************************** 

  FALL  FISH SALE -  Perch, Crappie & Minnows — Orders due by Oct 13, 2015. 

                       Pick up scheduled for October 23.  Order forms available in August at the office & on  

                       our website. 
 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE:  www.broomeswcd.org 
***************************************************************************************** 
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                                      FARMING FOR POLLINATORS 
 
Native Bees and Your Crops:  Native bees are valuable crop pollinators. These wild bees help increase crop yields, and may serve as important insurance when 

honey bees are hard to come by.   There are simple and inexpensive things you can do to increase the number of native bees living on your land. Any work you do on 

behalf of pollinators will support other beneficial insects and wildlife. In addition, improvements to pollinator habitat may be eligible for financial support from 

government programs. Inside you’ll find more information, along with a visual guide to identifying and enhancing habitat for native bees on your farm 

Principles of Farming for Crop Pollinators:  Know the habitat on your farm.  Using the illustration in this brochure as a guide, look for areas on and around your 

land that can support native bees. Protect flowering plants and nest sites.   Once you know where bees are living and foraging, do what you can to protect these 

resources from disturbance and pesticides. Enhance habitat with flowering plants and additional nest sites.   Adding flowers, leaving areas of soil untilled where 

possible, and providing bee blocks (tunnels drilled into wood) are all ways to increase the number of native bees on your farm . 

Critical Requirements of Native Bees Food:  Bees eat only pollen and nectar. In gathering these resources, they move pollen from one flower to another, and thus 

pollinate your crops. Bees rely on an abundance and variety of flowers, and need blooming plants throughout the growing season. Native plant species are particularly 

valuable. Shelter.   Native bees don’t build the wax or paper structures we associate with honey bees or wasps, but they do need places to nest, which vary depending 

on the species.  Wood-nesting bees are solitary, often nesting in soft pithed twigs or beetle tunnels in standing dead trees.  Ground-nesting bees include solitary species 

that construct nest tunnels under bare ground.  Cavity-nesting social species —bumble bees— make use of small spaces, such as abandoned rodent burrows, wherever 

they can find them.  Protection from pesticides.  Most insecticides are deadly to bees, and herbicide use can remove many of the flowers that they need for food. 

Getting Started:  Here are two things that you can do to begin improving habitat for native bees on your land: Minimize tillage.  Many of our best crop pollinators 

live underground for most of the year, sometimes at the base of the very plants they pollinate. To protect them, turn over soil only where you need to. Allow crops to 

bolt. If possible, let leafy crops—such as lettuce — flower if they don’t need to be tilled right away. This gives bees additional food sources.  

Going Further:  If you want to do more to increase the number of native bees pollinating your crops, you can set aside marginal areas, plant hedgerows or windbreaks 

with a variety of flower ing plants, reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides, or work with your neighbors to protect natural areas around your farm.  

Exercising Care with Insecticides:  If you must use insecticides, choose targeted ingredients (for example, Btk for pests such as leaf rollers) and the least harmful 

formulations (granules or solutions). Spray on dry evenings —and do so soon  after dark, when bees are not active. Keep in mind  that even when crops are not in 

bloom, some of your best pollinators are visiting nearby flowers, where they may be killed by drifting chemicals.  
 
     Xerces Society Pollinator Resources -- The Xerces Society is a nonprofit organization that protects biological diversity through conservation of invertebrates. We work with farmers and scientists across the country to protect habitat that supports pollinators and to increase native bee populations for crop production. More information on  providing 

habitat for native bees is available on our website at resource center, where you can download pollinator friendly plant lists, conservation fact sheets, or a copy of  Farming for Bees, our detailed guidelines for protecting and  providing native bee habitat on farms. You can also purchase Attracting Native Pollinators, a comprehensive handbook to 

pollinator conservation on farms and in gardens, urban areas, and other landscapes.  The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation  628NE Broadway, Suite 200, Portland,  OR 97232  855-232-6639   www.xerces.org 

     Published by the Xerces Society in collaboration with the USDA-NRCS.  Additional funding has been provided by the Turner Foundation, the CS Fund, the Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund, the Ceres Trust, and the Columbia Foundation. Illustrations by Andrew Holder. Designed and produced by Press-22. Copyright © 2005 by the Xerces 

Society. The  USDA and the Xerces Society are equal-opportunity providers and employers. 

                                                                                                 **To See Color Brochure of this article go to our website:  www.broomeswcd.org    it appears on our “LINK” page** 

http://www.xerces.org
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The Broome Co. SWCD & USDA Agencies prohibit any discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 

 **Vegetable Garden to Table Workshop—Kitchen 
Herbs— August 12, 6:30 pm ($) Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, 840 Upper Front St., Binghamton, NY— To 
pre-register or for more info contact CCE at (607) 584-
9966 
 
**Empire Farm Days—August 11-13, Seneca Falls, NY 
for more info visit www.empirefarmdays.com 
 

**6th Annual Fresh Food Face Off -  ($) August 18 
5:30 pm—Cornell Cooperative Extension, 840 Upper 
Front St., Binghamton, NY—Come enjoy the beauty of 
Cutler Gardens.  Local chefs are challenged to create the 
“Best Taste” using local, in season ingredients while being 
paired with NYS wines and beers.  Contact Broome CCE 
(607) 584-9966 for more information. 
 

**Broome County Farm Trail— October 3-4, contact 
Carol at CCE  (607) 584-9955 for information or go to 
broome.cce.cornell.edu/agriculture/open-farm-weekend 

 
**Perch, Crappie & Minnows -  Orders due by Oct. 13; 
pick up will be Friday, October 23. 
 

FAIRS:  (you can search the internet for their fair information): 

Broome Co. Fair—July 28—Aug 2; Whitney Point Fair Grounds Whitney 

Point, NY 

Tioga Co. Fair—July 7—11, Owego, NY 

Chenango Co. Fair—August 11-16, Norwich, NY 

Delaware Co. Fair—August 17-22, Walton, NY   

Afton Farm Days— July 9-11, Afton, NY 

New York State Fair—August 27—Sept. 7, Syracuse, NY 

                         AVAILABLE FROM THE DISTRICT: 

BARLEY STRAW: The District has barley straw bales for sale to help pond 

owners control algae growth in their ponds. The cost is $10/a bale. (just the 

bale, not packages like past)  Contact the District. 

POST POUNDER:  The District continues rental of a post pounder.  $75/day, 

$50 set up, and $0.75/loaded mile delivery.  Contact Justin at the SWCD for 

more information. 

NO-TILL SEEDER:  The District continues rental of our Truax No-Till 
seeder for agricultural as well as wildlife plantings.  Rental rates for the seeder 

are $15 per acre, $0.75/loaded mile and a $50 set-up fee within the county.  

Contact Justin at the SWCD for more information.  Requirement for using the 
no-till seeder is a tractor of minimum 50 horsepower with dual remotes.  

 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE - The District continues to offer technical 

assistance for pond evaluations, sediment & erosion control, and drainage - 

contact Chip at the SWCD for more information. ($50 per visit) 

 

  (607) 724-9268  x5 

                   MULCH AROUND PLANTS & SHRUBS 
Mulching cools, protects, and enriches the soil.  Placing a layer 

of  organic material around plants provides important nutrients 
for the plants and an ideal environment for earthworms and other 

organisms that help enrich the soil. 

        Winter Kill in Ponds 
                             By: Rebecca Bray, Natural Resource Asst. 

 

For many people the onset of spring this 

year meant a pond of floating, dead fish.  

This spectacle can be attributed to the  

long, cold winter we had here in New  

York. Due to the extremely cold temperatures we experienced, the 

ice on top of the ponds was exceptionally thick and lasted long into 

spring. The presence of the ice allowed for the accumulation of 

large amounts of snow which effectively blocked sunlight from 

reaching the pond. Without sunlight, aquatic plants are unable to 

perform photosynthesis and produce oxygen. The water is 

eventually depleted of oxygen resulting in the mortality of fish.  

 

In general, shallow ponds are more susceptible to winter kill due to 

their relatively small reserve of oxygen. Furthermore, the size and 

species of fish in the pond factor into the amount of winter kill a 

pond will experience. Large fish have a higher oxygen demand and 

will generally be killed before the smaller fish. Due to these 

factors, it is unlikely that any pond will be completely devoid of 

fish but restocking may be required for certain species.  

 

If you are interested in buying perch, crappie, or minnows we will 

have them available for purchase during our fall fish sale. 

 

For more information visit: http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/

fishing/general_information/winter_fish_kill_fact_sheet.pdf. 

 
 
 
 
 
ATTRACTING BUTTERFLIES TO YOUR YARD 
 

Colorful butterflies add beauty and interest to your backyard.  
There are hundreds of different species of butterflies.  
Butterflies require food in liquid form such as nectar produced 
by plants.  Some plants that attract are:  Aster, Azalea, 
Butterfly bush, Coneflower, Lantana, Lupine, Milkweed, Phlox 
and Zinnia.  Do not use insecticides near the plants for 
butterflies.  The types of flowering plants you grow will 
determine what types of butterflies you will attract.  Also you 
can search the internet to find out more info on butterflies and 
butterfly houses. 
(info provided by “Backyard Conservation” USDA NRCS & Nat. Assoc. of Conservation Districts 
& Wildlife Habitat Council booklet) 
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