
Enclosed in this newsletter is this year’s tree/shrub order form and information.  The order form includes over 40 species of 

conservation trees, shrubs, groundcovers, and wildflowers, as well as, different variety pacs.  New species for this year’s 

sale include:  Dawn Redwood, Conifer Pac, Scarlett Oak, Tulip tree, and Berry Pac.  Also, included are some pollinator 

species: Catalpa, Basswood, Redbud, Black Locust, Am. Filbert, and Wt. Flowering Dogwood. Quantity conifer seedlings 

are available in groups of 25, 100, 250, 500, & 1000.  Refer to the species descriptions included with the order information 

for further details on the different plants.  These bare-root seedlings are excellent for starting wildlife habitat, improving 

woodlots, and establishing protective cover on critical areas.    
 

The order deadline is April 3rd  with the pick up (at the District’s shop facility) scheduled for Friday, April 17th.  Quantities 

are limited and we tend to sell out of several species early.  Therefore, please place your orders promptly as we may not be 

able to accommodate later orders.  However, orders after the deadline will be accepted based on species availability.  Some 

of our more popular species and/or those that tend to sell out quickly are:  blackberry, raspberry, blueberry, cranberry, 

black cherry, black walnut, sugar maple, butterfly bush, fountain grass, day lilies, and fern pacs.  All extra trees are sold at 

the pickup.  Feel free to contact the District if you have any questions regarding Operation Arbor Green, the different 

species offered, and/or species selection. (607-724-9268 x5) or check our website: www.broomeswcd.org 

    For more information on these trees and others check the District website -  visit www.broomeswcd.org. 
Unfortunately, the Broome County Soil and Water Conservation District will not be selling Eastern Hemlock or Douglas Fir this 

year at their annual tree sale due to the growing threat of parasites. The hemlock woolly adelgid is taking its toll on the eastern hemlock 

population while Rhabdocline and Swiss Needlecasts continue to threaten the Douglas fir. 

Eastern hemlocks are aesthetically pleasing trees that can reach heights of 160 feet, diameters as large as 6 feet and can live 

upwards of 1000 years. These trees are also extremely shade tolerant, allowing them to live in low-light conditions that many other species 

of trees cannot. In fact, older, more mature hemlocks provide growing conditions conducive to the success of hemlock saplings because 

they shade the understory so efficiently. This quality also makes it an important species along stream and river banks where they keep water 

temperatures cool for certain fish species, like trout. The hemlock woolly adelgid, therefore, threatens the hemlocks and their surrounding 

habitats.  In its adult form, the adelgid is an extremely small, black, aphid-like insect. It is found at the base of the hemlock’s needles where 

it feeds on the sap of the tree. Infestations, however, are most easily recognizable when a white, “woolly” substance is present on the 

underside of branches. These small, white dots along the base of the needles are the eggs of the adelgid. Once the adelgid has infected a 

host tree, it spreads quickly and can kill trees in 4-10 years. For more information visit: http://na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/pest_al/hemlock/

hwa05.htm provided by the United States Forest Service. 

             Douglas firs are another species of large, long-lived trees. They can reach 200 feet at maturity, have a 6 foot diameter, and live up 

to 700 years. Unlike the hemlocks, Douglas firs are shade intolerant and thrive in the overstory. They are only found in the understory when 

there is a substantial opening in the canopy from a fallen tree. Furthermore, the Douglas fir is important as a wildlife food source in a 

number of ways. The seeds are eaten by rodents, foliage and twigs provide nutrition for deer, and the blue grouse feeds on cones and 

needles during the winter when other food may be scarce. Rhabdocline and Swiss Needlecasts are fungi that threaten this vital species and 

the wildlife that depend on it. Both diseases cause the loss of needles and subsequent thinning of foliage. In both cases, needles of the 

Douglas fir become yellow to yellowish brown in color. With Rhabdocline Needlecast, the dead needles are then shed in the spring while 

trees affected by Swiss Needlecast shed their needles in the fall and winter. Needlecast almost never kills the trees but it does cause them to 

be stunted and bushy, making it especially devastating for Christmas tree farms. For more information visit: http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/

factsheets/douglasfirneedlecasts.pdf provided by Cornell University department of plant pathology and plant-microbe biology . 
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Conservation Tree Spotlight: 
Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) and Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii)                             
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                    HAPPY NEW YEAR!           
 

       

 

 

 

 

The District was able to upgrade our hi-tensile post driver to a new “Extreme Driver” model.  The Wheatheart driver that we 

have used for the past couple years has found a new home with the Otsego County SWCD, where it will continue serving the 

agricultural community.  Much like the Wheatheart, the Extreme Driver is a self-contained unit with its’ own engine and hydraulic 

pump, allowing it to be towed behind a tractor or a truck.  We feel rental of this post driver to local producers is important for the 

promotion of rotational grazing, wildlife enhancement, stream buffers, and farm sustainability.  The Broome County SWCD also has 

a Truax No-till seeder which is available for rent. Most of our seedings are done in the spring and late summer. It seems like feast or 

famine when the no-till is being used, as it may sit idle for a month, and then several producers will want it at the same time. The no-

till seeder was purchased with funding allocated from “Pheasants Forever”, and although intended to be used for wildlife plantings, 

the unit does a majority of its work on our local farms.  

Anyone interested in renting the post pounder or No-Till equipment is encouraged to contact Justin Puglisi, at Broome SWCD, 

(607-724-9268 ext. 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  SPRING FISH SALE:  Keep an eye on the Broome Soil & Water website for the spring fish sale.   

                                        Trout, bass, catfish, minnows, bluegills, and grass carp will be offered again. 

                                                              www.broomeswcd.org 

                                     By: Justin Puglisi  

 

JENNINGS ENVIRONMENTAL  

MANAGEMENT, INC. 

63 Carroll St., 
Binghamton, NY 13901 
(607) 722-7574 
www.jenningseminc.com 

This year’s Hydroseeding program was busy as ever. Many of the local municipalities were 

overwhelmed with road ditch, and stream bank repairs. The District has an 800 gallon Finn hydroseeder 

which is used to spray seed, mulch, and fertilizer on bare earth. Hydroseeding  in Broome County is an 

important part of stream bank stabilization, and prevents silt and sediment from polluting our local 

streams. The District works hand in hand with local municipalities, assisting them with any and all of 

their hydroseeding needs. This year the District sprayed 24 acres for different municipalities. The work 

that was completed is paid for, and made possible via a DEC Grant that was funded in the Fall of 2011. 

This grant is expected to fund our hydroseeding operation for 1 more year. We are confident and 

hopeful that next year’s construction/growing season will keep us as busy as this year! 

        SWCD WELCOMES  Rebecca Bray - Natural Resource Assistant  
 

                              Rebecca grew up on her family’s dairy farm in Schuyler, NY in Herkimer County and looks forward to the 

                              opportunity to work with the farming community in Broome County. She attended college in Syracuse, NY at  

                              SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry and graduated in May 2014 with a degree in Natural  

                              Resources Management and a concentration in Water Resources Management. Immediately following graduation,  

                              she took part in an internship opportunity with Allegany State Park focused primarily on environmental education. 

                              After two months at her internship she was offered the position Broome County SWCD.  

     She was intrigued by the work of SWCD & NRCS when introduced to them in her Natural Resources Policy class as a senior. She 

is very excited to combine her agricultural, classroom, and internship experience while working with both organizations. Rebecca is 

thankful for the opportunity to learn more about the county, exercise the available programs, and help in the implementation of 

conservation practices. She hopes to continue to gain valuable experience in the field of conservation and is looking forward to all of 

the future learning opportunities with the Broome County SWCD. 

Special thanks to: Robert Aagre,  

Terry Woodnorth, Ira Rosenberg, and 

Wendy Caldiero for Envirothon 

Donations. 



NOFA-NY 3rd Annual Organic Farming & 

Gardening Conference - Jan. 23-35, Saratoga 

Springs Hilton, 534 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 

12866.  Theme will be “Soil the Root of the 

Movement”  More info at www.nofany.org 

 

Farmers Market Manager Training Conference— 

February 19-21, Ramada Inn in Liverpool. Get more info at 

www.nyfarmersmarket.com/annual-conference  

 

2015 NY Farm Show, - February 26-28, NYS 

Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY, 8:30 am—4:00 pm 

 

Ag Assessment Paperwork Due to Town Assessor 

by March 1st   

 

District Tree Order Deadline - April 3 (orders will 

be accepted after this date if species is available) 

 

District Tree Order Pick-Up - April 17; 8:30 am- 

4 pm @ the SWCD Shop Facility; Binghamton, NY   

 

Southern Tier Regional Envirothon -  April 30 

 

2015 Empire Farm Days – Seneca Falls, NY - August 11-

13, more info www.empirefarmdays.com  

Charles McElwee:  Exec. Director 

Holly Lurenz:  Secretary/Asst. Treas. 

Justin Puglisi: Grazing Specialist 

Rebecca Bray: Nat. Resource Asst. 

Elena Steele:  NRCS District Con. 

Alana Covington:  NRCS Soil Con. 

Mike Donahue (Chair):  Rural At-Large 

Barb Hemedinger:  Urban At-Large 

David Bradstreet:  Grange Rep 

Ron Heebner:   Co. Legislative Rep 

Kelly Wildoner:    Co. Legislative Rep 

Alex Urda: (Vice-Chair) Agricultural Rep 

Lester Price: (Treas.) Farm Bureau Rep 

The Broome Co. SWCD & USDA Agencies prohibit any discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 

 

Broome Co. Cornell Cooperative Extension contact info:   

607-772-8953; http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/broome 

  Flood Hazard and Streambank 
Information 

By: Chip McElwee 

 

When private property is endangered by stream bank 
erosion, the expense of protecting that property is the 

responsibility of the landowner.  There is no obligation on 
the part of local, state or federal governments to assist in 

the stabilization of streams that threaten private lands or 

buildings.  The best protection from streams is to not build 
houses, sheds, driveways or other structure within 100’ of a 

stream.  Additionally, any loose material such as lumber, 
firewood, household trash, tree limbs that are stored near  a 

creek or dumped over the creek bank can be washed into 

the creek and block the natural flow of the water 
contributing to flooding and erosion. 

 
Any development in an identified Flood Hazard Area (refer to 

Flood Insurance Rate Maps available in Town and City Clerks 

offices) must have a Floodplain Development Permit.  This 
permit can be only issued if the proposed project is in 

compliance with floodplain development standards and will 
not impact other properties during a 100-year flood event.  

Examples of activities requiring permits include: building, 
mining, paving, stream relocation, dredging, streambank 

stabilization, etc. 

 
Also, if you are planning work within 50 feet of a stream with 

a state classification of C(t) or higher you may need a Article 
15 Stream Disturbance Permit from the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation. 

 
Contact the Broome County SWCD for information and 

assistance in stream and floodplain project.  Some cost 
sharing and technical assistance may be available for the 

design and implementation of stream maintenance projects.       
 

BARLEY STRAW - The District will again be selling barley straw 

bales to help pond owners control algae growth in their ponds.  As a 

general rule, place one bale of straw per 1/3 ac. of pond in the spring 

(before the algae gets a chance to start growing).  The District will 

have bales available by early-mid April.  The cost is $10/bale.  

Contact the SWCD with any  questions. 607-724-9268 x5 

AG ASSESSMENTS - The paperwork needs to be to your 

assessor by March 1st, therefore you should contact the District and 

complete the necessary forms before that date.  To learn more about 

the NYS Ag Assessment program & criteria go to 

www.orps.state.ny.us (look under tax policy & exemptions), contact 

your town tax assessor or contact the District office. (Eligibility: Land 

must consist of 7 acres or more & annual gross sales from agricultural products must 

average $10,000  or more for preceding 2 years)($20 for new parcel, $10 for revised 
parcel) (607-724-9268 x5) 

 

       The District Phone Number has a 

change, our number is now in with the 

USDA Service Agencies phone tree  

 (607) 724-9268  ext. 5 
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